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Transparent detergent bars (or other shaped articles) contain a 
salt (I) formed from a basic amino acid (II) and a N-acylated optically 
active acidic amino acid (II) contg. a long-chain acyl gp. (I) pref. 
comprises 1 mole of (III) and 1-2 moles of (II). (II) is pref. L- or 
D-lysine, -arginine or ornithine, and (III) is pref. a N-acylated L- or 
D-aspartic. -glutamic, -cysteic or -homocysteic acid deriv. contg. an 
acyl gp. derived from a 10-20C satd. or unsatd. fatty acid. Loss of 
transparency can be inhibited by adding urea, pref. in an amt. such 
that the (l):urea wt. ratio is 95:5 to 50:50. The bars are non-alkaline 
and non-irritant, have good foaming and detergency properties even in 
hard water, and Impart a soft, smooth feel to the skin. 
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